
NICHD Director’s Report
NACHHD Meeting

Diana W. Bianchi, M.D.

January 13, 2025



Talk Outline • Congressional Updates and Transition

• NICHD Research Highlights

• NICHD Strategic Plan 2025

• Women’s Health Research 

• Pediatric Research

• NICHD Staff Updates



Congressional Updates and Transition



FY25 Appropriations and Administrative Transition

• Continuing Resolution until March 14, 2025

oNearly halfway through the fiscal year

• Transition

oNIH working with transition teams to prepare for 
a smooth administrative transition



Anticipated Congressional Timeline

Jan. 3 

• New Congress 
meets

• House speaker 
election

Jan. 6

• Election results 
certified

Jan. 20

• Inauguration Day
January & 

Beyond
• Confirmation 

process for 
Trump nominees



Congressional 
Confirmations



NICHD Research Highlights



Reflecting on a Productive 2024
• Visit NICHD’s 2024 Selected Research Advances showcase:

• Supporting Women’s Health

• Improving Postpartum Health Outcomes

• Advancing Fetal and Neonatal Health

• Improving Care for Pediatric Injury

• Advancing Child and Adolescent Health

• Treating and Understanding Pediatric 
Infections

• Addressing Health Disparities for People 
with Disabilities

• Expanding Research on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities

• Advancing Medical Rehabilitation 
Research

• Discovering How Cells are Programmed

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/accomplishments/annualadvances/2024


NICHD Strategic Plan 2025



“Refreshed” NICHD Strategic Plan 2025 – Almost finalized!
• Overarching scientific goals remain the same:

o Understanding the Molecular, Cellular, and Structural Basis of 
Development

o Advancing Gynecologic, Andrologic, and Reproductive Health 

o Setting the Foundation for Healthy Pregnancies and Lifelong Wellness

o Improving Child and Adolescent Health and the Transition to Adulthood

o Fostering Safe and Effective Therapeutics and Devices for Pregnant 
Women, Lactating Women, Children, and People with Disabilities

• Objectives updated within these goals

• Scientific Stewardship and Management & Accountability goals

• Appreciate Council’s feedback throughout the process



Overview of Updates to Strategic Plan Objectives (1)
• Understanding the Molecular, Cellular, and Structural Basis 

of Development

o New objectives take advantage of new technologies in this research 
area, including AI

• Advancing Gynecologic, Andrologic, and Reproductive 
Health 

o Stronger emphasis on gynecologic conditions and contraception 

o Prior Strategic Plan focused on developing fundamental knowledge 
in reproductive health, and we have made great strides.

 2025 plan shifts focus to translation and interventions to improve 
gynecologic health



Overview of Updates to Strategic Plan Objectives (2)
• Setting the Foundation for Healthy Pregnancies and Lifelong Wellness

o IMPROVE and other programs have brought increased focus on maternal 
interventions aligned with community needs and preferences

o 2025 plan continues focus on maternal and infant health, building on these 
successes

o Sharpened focus in areas of stillbirth and preterm birth

• Improving Child and Adolescent Health and the Transition to 
Adulthood
o Added a focus on pediatric primary care and interventions to improve the             

health of children of all ages; 

o Retained focus on adolescent transition to adulthood, building on what was 
started in the 2020 plan



Overview of Updates to Strategic Plan Objectives (3)
• Fostering Safe and Effective Therapeutics and Devices for Pregnant 

Women, Lactating Women, Children, and People with Disabilities
o Building on the PRGLAC implementation plan and the early years of the 

MPRINT (Maternal and Pediatric Precision in Therapeutics) program

o Emphasizes collaborations with other NIH ICs and other organizations, which 
historically have been successful 



Aspirational Goals
• Some aspirational goals are retained (e.g., diagnose, prevent, and                                            

treat endometriosis; limb regeneration)

• Added exciting new goals related to:

o Improving function for people with neurological impairment

o Using menstrual effluent and semen to diagnose disorders and conditions

o Preeclampsia and postpartum hemorrhage

o Human milk

o Stillbirth

o Health of preterm infants

o Pediatric well care

o Gene therapy



NICHD Strategic Plan Cross-Cutting Themes
• Health Disparities and Health Equity

• Prevention

• Infectious Disease

• Nutrition

• Global Health

• Advanced Technologies and 
Artificial Intelligence

• Research Training and Career 
Development

Credit: Guilak Lab, Washington 
University



Women’s Health “Below the Belt”

Gynecologic Health and Disease
Contraception Research

Fertility and Infertility
Pregnancy and Perinatology

Maternal and Pediatric Infectious Disease
Obstetric and Pediatric Pharmacology and Therapeutics

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
Population Dynamics



Recent JAMA Article Highlights Women’s Health 
Research at NIH
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JAMA.doi:10.1001/jama.2024.25878 
Published online January 6, 2025.



National Academies’ Study: Assessment of NIH Research 
on Women's Health
• Study from the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) 

released in December: https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-
director/statements/statement-nasem-report-womens-health-research 

• NASEM report states: “female specific conditions, such as fibroids, endometriosis, 
PCOS, and aspects of the menopause transition, are not within the purview of any 
specific IC.”

• 42 USC 285g (Sec. 448): Purpose of the Institute. Provided legislative authority for 
NICHD to conduct and support "research, training, health information dissemination, 
and other programs with respect to gynecologic health, maternal health, child health, 
intellectual disabilities, human growth and development, including prenatal 
development, population research, and special health problems and requirements of 
mothers and children.“

https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-director/statements/statement-nasem-report-womens-health-research


NICHD’s Research Purview and Portfolio Overlooked 
in NASEM Report

• NIH Director Statement: “While the report provides thoughtful recommendations 
on how NIH can expand its research efforts, it does not acknowledge the full 
breadth of NIH’s extensive work on women’s health research. It omits the key 
congressional language that establishes the study of gynecological and 
pregnancy-related conditions at NIH’s Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) and it understates the 
significance of ongoing women’s health initiatives supported by NICHD and other 
NIH institutes.”

• NICHD’s investment in gynecologic health research is active and growing

• Gynecologic Health and Disease Branch in DER maintains a research portfolio in 
endometriosis, uterine fibroids, pelvic floor disorders, PCOS, gynecologic pain

https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-director/statements/statement-nasem-report-womens-health-research


RADx® Tech ACT ENDO Challenge
Advancing Cures and Therapies and ending ENDOmetriosis diagnostic delays (ACT ENDO)

• NICHD, partnering with NIBIB, is leveraging Rapid Acceleration of 
Diagnostics Technology (RADx® Tech) "innovation funnel" program 
to accelerate time to diagnosis of endometriosis, eliminate invasive 
techniques and/or improve accessibility

• Robust response to Phase 1 submission

o Diagnostic approaches include:

 Imaging, stool-based biomarkers, GI motility, menstrual effluent 
DNA/RNA/biomarkers 

• Next steps: Pitch event, then technology development sprint

• Final winners expected to be announced in March 2026



Pediatric Research

Developmental Biology and Congenital Anomalies
Child Development and Behavior

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
Pediatric Growth and Nutrition

Pediatric Trauma and Critical Illness
Maternal and Pediatric Infectious Disease

Obstetric and Pediatric Pharmacology and Therapeutics
Pregnancy and Perinatology

Population Dynamics



NASEM study: Strategies to Enhance Pediatric 
Health Research Funded by NIH

• Required by FY24 Appropriations Report language

• First meeting held Dec. 5-6, 2024
o NICHD staff provided the sponsor briefing

o Presentation slides and video of the meeting are available

• NASEM will hold 3-5 public meetings

• Final report with recommendations anticipated in early 2026

• More information: https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/strategies-
to-enhance-pediatric-health-research-funded-by-nih
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/strategies-to-enhance-pediatric-health-research-funded-by-nih


Strategies to Enhance Pediatric Health Research 
Funded by NIH – Statement of Task

• The committee is tasked with examining the current NIH pediatric research portfolio 
and structure including:

o The methods and rationale involved in categorizing projects as “Pediatrics” research using 
the Research, Condition, and Disease Categorization Process;

o How pediatric components have been included or excluded from larger NIH initiatives;

o Structural or process impediments to pediatric research applicants;

o How pediatric research priorities are established within and across ICs; and,

o How pediatric research activity is coordinated across NIH ICs.

o Ways in which the NIH Clinical Center (CC) could be used to advance innovative pediatric 
research

23



Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act 
2.0 Signed into Law

• New law extends program through 2028

• Fosters collaborative research across NIH to uncover the causes of childhood cancers and 
structural congenital anomalies

• Supports data sharing within the pediatric research community

• 2024 stats: 12,759 samples sequenced, 11,204 genomes delivered to investigators, and 
6,101 genomes released on the Kids First Data Resource Center portal

• Kids First Portal: over 6,500 users from 50+ countries can access clinical data, phenotypes, 
and genetic variants

• Next steps: enhance KF interoperability efforts; release the most data to the KF Portal in a 
single year; continue multimodal data integration in the KF portal



NICHD Staff Updates



Lindy Thaker, MD
Chief, Pediatric Growth and Nutrition Branch 

• Pediatrician and global nutrition expert

• Prior work with USAID supporting food and 
nutrition programs

• MD from Indiana University School of 
Medicine; MPH from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health

• Pediatric nutrition fellowship at The Children's 
Hospital of Philadelphia; credentialed as a 
physician nutrition specialist



Maranke Koster, PhD
Chief, Developmental Biology and Congenital Anomalies Branch

• PhD in Developmental Biology from Baylor College 
of Medicine

• Research has focused on investigating mechanisms 
that control normal development of ectodermal 
tissues as well as pathological mechanisms that lead 
to ectodermal dysplasias

• Faculty positions at the University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus and (most recently) 
Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University



Check Out Our New Women’s Health Research Fact Sheets! 
• Assisted Reproductive Technology

• Femtech Small Businesses

• Uterine Fibroids

• Endometriosis

• Infertility

• Polycystic Ovary Syndrome

• Pelvic Floor Disorders

• Covid-19



Thank You!
Questions?



RADx® Tech ACT ENDO Phase 1 Winners
• 3CPM Company, Inc.
• EndoCyclic Therapeutics
• Endometrics Ltd
• Feinstein Institutes - Northwell Health
• Sur180 Therapeutics, INC
• NextGen Jane
• Rudra Therapeutics
• Washington University in St. Louis

Diagnostic approaches include:
Imaging, stool-based biomarkers, GI motility, 
menstrual effluent DNA/RNA/biomarkers 
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